SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, July 8, 2014 – 12:00 NOON

                                              MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, July 8, 2014, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller gave the invocation and Commissioner Bill Joubert followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake, III, Daryl Ferrara and Bill Joubert
Absent:  Commissioners Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Bill Poland, William Evans, Michael Patorno, Andre Coudrain, Stacy Neal, Barry Hoth, Don Ellzey, The Hammond Daily Star,  and Bryan T. McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times 
All visitors were introduced and welcomed. 
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the meeting agenda.

It was moved Commission Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission approve the  July 8th, Agenda, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and  Joubert  Nays: None   Absent:  3 Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and  Michael Williams

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held June 10, 2014. Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: None   Absent:  3 Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams
TREASURER’S REPORT:
No reports were given due to the late arrival of bank statements and the 4th of July holiday. The June Financials will be presented at the next regular meeting of the Commission.
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project

William Evans, and Michael Patorno with URS Engineering Firm, reported on the status on the Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project.   Presented for the Commission’s review and discussion, was a print illustrating the proposed design plans for an additional concrete dock and mooring dolphins,, as previously discussed.  The following items were also discussed:  projects versatility and cost benefit concepts, alternatives for expansion, duplicate barge dock, additional dolphins, accommodation/utilization at both barge docks, amendments to current engineering agreement, time frame of design work plans, bridge concept, permits, advertise project, award bid, preparations for next phase of the SPN 578-53-0012 project.
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update
    a) Building # 2 Lease Agreement
Patrick Dufresne, port director reported discussion,s with Associated Terminals representatives, a current tenant leasing Building # 2 at Port Manchac, in regards to various companies who are  also requesting storage space availability, for inside and outside storage, at the Port Manchac terminal.   Associated Terminals is looking towards expanding its current lease agreement into a long term for inside and outside storage for their trans-loading operations.  The Commission is now focusing on marketing to companies and brokers that handle Polymer Pellet products due to natural gas and plastic products which is a growing component in the shipping industry. Barry Hoth, with Associated Terminals Globplex, gave a brief summary on the loading and unloading logistics requirements and opportunities when shipping containerized pristine products by truck, rail and barge. In conclusion the port director reported looking forward to working with Associated Terminals for an extension to its current lease term and possible on a long term lease agreement in the future.  Negotiations with potential prospects will also be taken into consideration for container loading and handling equipment included in the next LA DOTD – Port Priority Port Construction the Port Priority application.  The Commissioner’s attorney of record, Andre Coudrain, noted that the original term stated in the lease agreement may be extended with the written approval of the STPPC.  The following motion was introduced in regards to Associated Terminals Globalplex request for an extension to the lease agreement.
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission approve and allow Associated Terminals Globalplex the extension to its expiration date in the lease term agreement at Port Manchac Terminal on a month-to-month until such time a long term agreement is formally agreed upon.  Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: None   Absent:  3 Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams

3.  Invoice Payment Approval 
President  Boihem presented for the Commissioner’s review and payment approval the following July invoices:

    a)  The Document Source (SLU) Mkt. Brochures – Job # 29254   Amt. $1,139.40   (Pd. Due Upon Receipt)

       Additional Copies of Marketing Info… Amt. $191.00 (Pd Due Upon Receipt)

**b)  Premier Chemicals & Services – TKT 191887 (Sodium Hypochlorite 12.5% Drum (2)   Amt. $385.00

   c)  Gooserocket   (Website Design & Development) Amt. $1,000

  d) Dark Horse Rail Services, Inc.   Int. 4899  Amount $14,100 (Track  Rehabilitation)

  e)  Bill Poland- Consultant Service June 19-June 26 (10 Hours Amt. $500.00) 

  f)  Cashe Coudrain & Sandage- June Services Rendered-  

      Inv. # 98299 Amt. $175.00 & Inv. # 98300 Amt. 437.50
 ** In reference to Commission Ferrara’s question regarding the Premier Chemicals & Services on the purchasing of (Sodium Hypochlorite). The port director reported that the revised version of the Agreement with Purus/Premier was discussed previously.  The approved revision in the agreement has an allowance of 12 fifty-five gallon drums to be purchased during the calendar year.  
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara, seconded by Commission Drake that the Commission approves payment on the invoices as presented by President Boihem.  Motion passed. Call vote: 
Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners, Mark Griggs,  Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams 

4. Power Point Presentation Update

The port director informed the Commission that the Power Point Presentation was completed and approximately 160 bound copies was mailed to crude oil companies.  The crude oil marketing PowerPoint presentation was presented recently at the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale Summit in Houston, Texas and will also be sent electronically to companies in the shipping industry.  In conclusion Consultant Bill Poland reported on his research of the logistical benefits relative to a natural gas pipe line and reporting on the potential options that involve the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale project. The port director reiterated his thanks to Commissioner Joubert, Port Consultant Bill Poland, Pres. Don Boihem, and William Evans with URS Engineering for their assistance in making this Power Point marketing tool possible.  
5.  New Website Design

The port director announced that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission’s website is now  finished. The Port Manchac operations can be reviewed on line with connecting links for port information and updates.  The website can be reviewed by going to www.portmanhac.com   

On behalf of the Commission the director express thanks to Caleb Holloway with “ Gooserocket Creative”  and others involved for their assistance in compiling the data for the Port’s Website.

New Business:
1. Journal of Record FY 2014-2015

     a) Resolution
The port director reported that one submittal was received and reviewed for the purpose of selecting an Official Journal to serve the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission for the period beginning July 10, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015. After reviewing the submittal and based on the RFP criteria, it was recommended that the Commission approve The Ponchatoula Times as its official journal of record.
It was moved by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the Commission accept the proposal submitted by the Ponchatoula Times to serve as its Official Journal, at the contractual rates stated in their proposal, meeting all state law requirements of L.A.R.S. 142 with regards to port related business, public notices for year 2014-2015. .  Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: None   Absent:  3 Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams

2.  Rock Jetty Project

     a) Resolution

The port director reported that the deadline for, accepting request for bids/proposals was June 30, 2014, for  seeking a contractor to construct of a rock dyke/jetty utilizing re-cycled concrete/stone material along a designated bulk-head area of approximately  50’ located at the southern end of the Port Manchac inter-modal terminal. Commissioner Ferrara introduced a resolution for approval to  award the lowest qualified contractor’s proposal to perform the work on the rock jetty project.  
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission approve and accept the proposal submitted by Liuzza Trucking & Bush Hogging, LLC, the lowest qualified proposal, in the amount of $5,800 for scope of work, Project  FP&C # 36-Pa33-12-01 involved in a Rock Jetty/Dyke Construction Project at the Port Terminal. Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: None   Absent:  3 Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams

3. Adoption of Rules for Public Participation
The port director requested input from the Commission’s legal counsel Andre Coudrain to present a list of guidelines and recommendations that apply to public meetings rules/requirements for public attendee’s.  Offered were the following suggestions relative to open meeting laws for public bodies/entities, adopt procedures, add to policy and procedure manual or incorporate into the by-laws, public awareness by posting a copy of the policies/rules on the office door, display them on the office bulletin board, add to bottom of the meeting agenda, course of action regarding security, misconduct, prohibited behavioral problems and chairman’s responsibility of rule enforcement. 
It was moved by Commissioner Drake, and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara that the Commission accept and approve the Rules for Public Participation, as presented, and include the rules into the existing STPPC Policy and Procedure Manual and also add rules to the STPPC By-Law’s.  Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert  Nays: None   Absent:  3 Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams
The port director asked if the port’s attorney, Andre Coudrain , could meet with him in the near future to draft the guidelines for port’s tenant’s in reference to the following: professional conduct at the terminal, in litter control, fire arms, alcohol, and any related behavior deemed detrimental to normal/safe business operations at the terminal. A date will be scheduled at a later date to discuss the existing policy and procedures written in existing contracts.




The port director thanked Mike Patorno, William Evans, Barry Hoth, for their support, time and 
attendance at the meeting  and is looking  forward to starting the dirt/fill project soon. Commissioner Ferrara commented that he was excited about the new opportunities developing at the port for creating jobs in our community. President Boihem added his thanks and appreciation for the support and assistance to all involved in acquiring the funding for the Port projects. 
It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. 4 Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Joubert Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Commissioners Mark Griggs, Watkins and Michael Williams

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.







_______________________






                Daryl Ferrara, Secretary
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